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Blogger
on trial

in Egypt

Iran is ready, Ahmadinejad warns
By ALI AKBAR DAREINI

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TEHRAN, Iran — President
M a h m o u d A h m a d i n e j a d
lashed back over the U.S. mili-
tary buildup in the Gulf, say-
ing Thursday that Iran is
ready for any possibility in its
standoff with the West over its
nuclear program.

The president made clear he
was not backing down in his
tough rhetoric toward the
U n i t e d S t a t e s , d e s p i t e
criticism at home. At the same
time, his top national security
official, Ali Larijani, sharply
denounced U.S. policy in Iraq,
accusing Washington of fu-
eling Shiite-Sunni hatreds.

Washington has accused
Iran of backing militants fu-
eling Iraq’s violence and has
tried to rally its Arab allies in
isolating Tehran. The Iraq cri-
sis has increased tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Iran amid
the dispute over Iran’s nuclear
program, which Washington
says aims to produce nuclear
weapons.

The United States sent an
aircraft carrier, the USS Sten-
nis, to the Gulf this week — the
second to deploy in the region
— a buildup that Defense Sec-
retary Robert Gates said was

intended to impress on Iran
that the four-year war in Iraq
has not made America vulner-
able.

In an apparent reaction to
the deployment, Ahmadinejad

vowed Thursday that Iran
would not back down over its
nuclear program, which Teh-
ran says is being developed
only to produce energy.

‘‘Today, with the grace of
God, we have gone through the
arduous passes and we are
ready for anything in this
path,’’ state-run television
quoted the Iranian leader as
saying.

The U.N. Security Council
recently imposed limited sanc-
tions to punish Iran for defying
a resolution demanding that it
suspend uranium enrichment,
a process that can produce
material to fuel nuclear reac-
tors or, at purer concentra-
tions, the core of nuclear
weapons.

In Paris, the head of the U.N.
nuclear watchdog agency, Mo-
hamed ElBaradei, said he was
concerned the sanctions could
escalate Iran’s standoff with
Western powers.

‘‘I don’t think sanctions will
resolve the issue . . . Sanctions
in my view could lead to escala-
tion on both sides,’’ he warned.

Gates on Iran
Says Iranians are ‘‘over-
playing their hand’’

MANAMA, Bahrain —
The Iranians are ‘‘over-
playing their hand’’ on
the world stage in a belief
that setbacks in Iraq have
weakened the United
States, Defense Secre-
tary Robert Gates said
Thursday.

He said that now is not
the time to negotiate with
Iran because the U.S.
lacks leverage but that
talks probably would
make sense at some
point.

In addition, American
raids inside Iraq have
netted Iranian prisoners,
and the U.S. is sending a
second aircraft carrier
and missiles to the re-
gion.

— Associated Press

By NADIA ABOU EL-MAGD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAIRO, Egypt — An Egyptian
blogger went on trial Thursday
on charges of insulting Islam
and causing sectarian strife
with his Internet writings.
Egypt’s first prosecution of a
blogger came as Washington
has backed away from pressur-
ing its Mideast ally to improve
its human rights record and
bring democratic reform.

Abdel Kareem Nabil often de-
nounced Islamic authorities
and criticized Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak on his Ar-
abic-language blog. He has been
in detention since November
and faces up to nine years in
prison if convicted.

Egypt has arrested a string of
pro-democracy bloggers over
the past year, sparking condem-
nation from human rights
groups.

Nabil’s trial in the Mediterra-
nean city of Alexandria began
two days after Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice met with Mu-
barak, seeking support for a
new American strategy on calm-
ing violence in Iraq.

But unlike past visits to Egypt
when she pressed demands for
greater democracy, Rice made
no reference to reform, instead
praising the two countries’ ‘‘im-
portant strategic relationship —
one that we value greatly.’’

In Thursday’s court session,
Nabil was charged with inciting
sedition, insulting Islam, harm-
ing national unity and insulting
the president, a court official
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity because of court
rules.

Defense attorneys asked for
time to review the indictment
and the trial was adjourned un-
til Jan. 25.

His lawyer, Radwa Sayed
Ahmed, said Nabil had been
held in solitary confinement,
forbidden visits from his family
and lawyers. In court Thursday,
‘‘he didn’t look good,’’ she told
the Associated Press.

Amnesty International and
media watchdog Reporters
Without Borders have criticized
the arrests as restricting free-
dom of expression. The Paris-
based media watchdog has in-
cluded Egypt in ‘‘Enemies of the
Internet,’’ a report issued in No-
vember.

Associated Press

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, holds a sword
as he greets people in the southwestern provincial capital
of Ahvaz in Iran on Jan. 2. Ahmadinejad told a crowd that
Iran had humiliated the United States in the past and
would do so again.
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Syria open to talks?
Retired Israeli diplomat
says yes.

NETANYA, Israel —
Syria is serious about re-
suming peace talks with
Israel, and during last
summer’s Lebanon war
even proposed holding a
secret emergency meeting
with Israeli officials in
Europe, a retired Israeli
diplomat said Thursday.

Israel’s leaders quickly
distanced themselves
from the unofficial talks
held by former Foreign
Ministry director general
Alon Liel and a Syrian-
American businessman.
Liel, going public for the
first time Thursday, said
he briefed government of-
ficials every step of the
way.

‘‘Our testimony is that it
is very clear to us that As-
sad wants to talk,’’ said
Liel, referring to Syrian
President Bashar Assad.

— Associated Press

Israeli official: Timing right
for Palestine peace deal

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NETANYA, Israel — Israel could
wrap up a final peace deal with
Palestinians within two years
but the international climate for
such talks will not remain favor-
able for long, a senior Israeli de-
fense official said Thursday.

Deputy Defense Minister Eph-
raim Sneh has formulated a new
peace plan together with Defense
Minister Amir Peretz of the mod-
erate Labor Party, a junior part-
ner in the centrist coalition. He
is one of several leading officials,
including Foreign Minister Tzi-
pi Livni, to recently articulate
new ideas for re-energizing
peace efforts.

He appealed for urgent action,
saying the timing was favorable

because moderate Arab states
want to resolve the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict.

‘‘We have an opportunity, but I
don’t know for how long will it
last,’’ Sneh said at the Netanya
Academic College.

Sneh said a peace deal is still
possible even though previous
rounds collapsed over explosive
issues such as the fate of Jeru-
salem and Jewish settlements.

Nearly four years ago, Israel
and the Palestinians accepted
the ‘‘road map’’ peace plan. But
it foundered soon after it was
presented. Both sides have failed
to carry out obligations that
were to be fulfilled before negoti-
ations on a final deal could be
launched.
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Monday-Friday 
10am-6pm 

Saturday 
10am-4pm386-239-0061

VOLUSIA POINT
Between Marshalls & Ruby Tuesday

1808 W. Intl. Speedway Blvd.

THE STORE OVER
450

LOCATIONS

ORB700

Dry Cleans Carpet &
Reduces Allergens

Buffs & Sands
Scrubs & Cleans

Tile & Grout
Scrubs & Cleans Concrete

& Removes Oil
Polishes & Strips

Vinyl

ORECK XL®

AIR PURIFIER

BUY 2,
GET $150

OFF!
Featuring Our New

Truman Cell TM

Technology

All This for
$29995

8lb. ORECK XL®

VACUUM CLEANER
• Lightweight & Easy To Use

• 3-Yr. Warranty
• Long 25-ft. Cord

$165 Value

$130 Value

XL2200RS

ORECK makes it easy for you to
clean your floors like a professional!

Make Your Hardwood,
Ceramic Tile, Marble & Carpet
Look Brand New Again.
Dry-Clean Carpets 
Without Water.

■■  Carpet

■■  Hardwood

■■  Ceramic

■■  Concrete

■■  Vinyl
and much more...

Free Quick Start Kit
with Orbiter Purchase
$91.97 Value

Oreck XL®

Professional
Air Purifier

Not valid with any other offer

ORECK MULTIPURPOSE
FLOOR MACHINE

Multi-Purpose floor
pads and brushes
attach easily!

Not valid with any other offer

• Captures and destroys viruses, mold and fungi
• Silence Technology® for quietest operation
• Lifetime Warranty on Collector Cell
Having pure, fresh air
couldn't be easier!

THE STORE OVER
450

LOCATIONS

0000574335

Call Mon-Fri for more information

877-851-1050
386-257-1433
1900 Mason Avenue, Suite 140, Daytona Beach, FL 32117
www.testwiththebest.com

Do you have Type II Diabetes?
We’re conducting a research study of an 

investigational medication for Type II Diabetes.

To qualify for this study
you must:

• be age 18 or older
• be currently taking 

an oral medication to 
control your blood 
sugar levels

• have inadequate 
glucose control

Qualified participants will
receive all study-related
care and study medication
at no charge. Participants
may be compensated for
their time and travel.

PDFA-0000575415


